
“Growing together in worship..... ...... reaching out with Christian love”

Happy New Year
Everyone

Why not come to one of our 
REGULAR WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Wednesday 7.45pm - Beta Bible Study Group Contact Jean Thompson (01733) 245411.
Tuesday 8.00am - Stilton Church Meeting Room Stilton - Prayer Meeting.

Thursday 7.00pm - Haddon Church - Prayer Meeting.
Activities During Term Time

Stilton Church Meeting Room. Tuesday 9.15 am - Children’s Fun Dance.

Services in January ~everyone is welcome

5th 11.15am Holy Communion

8th [Weds] 12.30pm Holy Communion
& Soup Lunch 
CMR

Midweek Holy Communion at Stilton is on the 8th January,
this has been moved from the 1st.

12th 8.00am Holy Commurnion
11.15am Morning Praise

19th 11.15am Parade and Family 
Celebration

26th 8.00am Holy Communion
11.15am Café Church CMR

5th 9.30am Morning Praise

8th [Weds] 10.00am Holy Communion

12th 6.00pm Evening Prayer

19th 9.30am Holy Communion 

22nd [Weds] 10.00am Holy Communion

26th 9.30am Holy Communion

5th 9.45am Holy Communion

12th 9.45am Family Folkus [in 
the school hall]

19th 9.45am All Age Service [in 
the school hall]

26th 9.45am Morning Praise

5th 6.00pm Contemporary 
Communion

12th 11.15am All Age Service

19th 11.15am All Age Service

26th 11.15am Plough Service

19th 3.00pm Holy Communion
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We begin our New Year with the season of Epiphany. 
It’s the time when the Church celebrates the revelation 
of God to us in human form as Jesus Christ. It also 
commemorates the visitation of the Magi or 
‘Three Kings’ as they’ve popularly become known.

We’ve all had epiphany moments at some point. 
Moments of revelation might have been whilst reading 
a book, watching a film or in that haven of brilliance
– the shower!

Sometimes these epiphany moments are profound, even life 
changing.  But, if you’re like me, they’re often along the lines of 
“How many oranges would I have eaten in my life if I didn’t 
have to peel them?” or “Dogs become upset when you blow in 
their faces, but immediately stick their head out of the window 
when in the car.”

God made use of the Magi’s study of the stars to lead them to Jesus. This Epiphany season
I encourage you to look back on the ways God has guided you through your life and
perhaps led you to a relationship with Jesus.   

Thank Him for each step and ask Him about the year ahead. What priorities does he want
you to make? Lay your hopes and plans before him and ask him to guide you to do what
pleases Him. 

God reveals Himself through the Bible. Perhaps this is a 
good time to have a look at the gospels and to ask God 
to reveal Himself to you through the life of Jesus. 

Mark
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Winter Night Shelter - Challenging our misconceptions and judging others

The 2019/2020 Winter Night Shelter has started! Whilst 
volunteering over night at a church in Peterborough, I met a guest 
there who asked for an early wake up call. He then told me with 
some pride, that he had a new job working in a warehouse. 

He said that he had been getting up at about 4 am because he had
been at a shelter quite a distance from his work place. He then had to walk over an hour
with all of his belongings, to work a 12 hr shift at a large supermarket as a warehouse
operative. When he finished his shift at 6pm, he had to walk around for 4 hours with all of
his belongings as he had nowhere to store things and the shelter did not open until 10pm.
By the time he got into the shelter and settled to bed, he only had a few hours before he
would be up and walking the hour to work for his next shift. It is incredibly difficult to get a
job when a person doesn’t have an address, it is also difficult to keep clean, and wash
uniforms when you don’t have access to washing facilities. 

This gentleman was a brick layer by trade, but his work cards 
required to work in the  construction industry, had expired. To get
another card would require a test, cost money and time off work. 
The Garden House based in the Cathedral grounds has offered to 
support this gentleman with costs. This service is charity run by the

Light Project Peterborough. At the Garden House guests can meet housing officers from the
city council, GP’s, councillors and friendly faces, to help them move from the Winter Night
Shelter to more sustainable housing. 

Sleeping on the streets is miserable and hard. According to Councillor Irene Walsh,
Peterborough City Council’s cabinet member for communities, "The average life expectancy
of a rough sleeper is just 47, more than 30 years below the UK average.’’ Research by
Shelter, suggests one in three families are one pay packet away from being homeless. The
housing charity found that 37% of working families have little or no savings and would be
unable to cover their housing costs for more than a month if one partner lost their job. 

I just wanted to highlight how this could be anyone of us, 
there is no set type of person that is homeless and that we 
need to rid ourselves of any judgement that it’s the homeless 
person’s fault, or that they are lazy and need to get a job. 
Instead we should strive to support people as best we can.

By Rachel Maltman

Faith Schools and the Church
The relationship between faith schools and the church is very important within our
community. We spoke to Mrs Reuter from Stilton Primary Academy, Samuel Anderson, a
pupil at Folksworth Primary School and Clare Kirk, a governor at Folksworth Primary
School. This is what they had to say:

As Religious Education (RE) lead in school it is my responsibility to
ensure that RE is taught effectively and creatively throughout the 
school following the guidelines in the Agreed Syllabus for 
Cambridgeshire. I regularly speak to pupils, look at RE books, 
observe RE lessons and feedback RE training to staff. 
We are extremely fortunate to have strong links with Stilton

church. Myself and other members of the Senior leadership team meet regularly with church
Governors and the Vicar to plan events such as Walk through Harvest, Christmas and Easter
services and to discuss new ideas to make RE and Collective worship more exciting and
relevant to the children in our school. 
The children attend church every two weeks and members of the church regularly visit
school to lead collective worship. Children who attend Stilton C of E Primary Academy are
encouraged and taught to `Flourish Through Friendship’ which is our Christian Vision. The
strong relationship between the school and the Church enables us to provide an education
of the highest quality within the context of Christian belief and practice. It encourages an
understanding of the meaning and significance of faith, and promotes Christian values
through the experience it offers to all its pupils. 
By Clare Reuter, RE Subject leader at Stilton C of E Primary Academy.

I go to Folksworth primary school which is a church school. At 
school we learn about different Christian values like compassion, 
community, friendship, courage, hope and thankfulness in RE and 
Collective Worship. Folksworth primary school is a small school 
and that means we all know each other’s names and help each 
other out. We learn about the stories Jesus told and we 
understand more about the bible because of the visits from our

vicar. 
I also go to Folksworth church and play the Cahon and sometimes the drums in some
services. Church is good place to learn about our relationship with God. We do this by
gathering together, praying and praising God through singing. It’s also a good place to learn 
about how to help to people who are suffering and give thanks for what we have. 
By Samuel Anderson, Year 6 pupil at Folksworth Primary School

A school governor works within the governing body team to 
ensure that the school's policies and procedures are effective in 
delivering quality education. The governing body sets targets to 

monitor progress and makes sure the school is meeting its aims and objectives. A governor
of a Church of England school, can also ensure that the Anglican foundation of the school
underpins the vision and ethos of the whole school community. Being a foundation
governor is a fantastic opportunity to forge strong faith links with the church and school
communities - making a positive difference to children and families.
By Clare Kirk, School Governor at Folksworth Primary


