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What a difference a day makes...

I spent much of the last week preparing for some modest 
changes to our planning, but suddenly we find that our 
churches are required to close along with our regular 
groups until further notice.  

You can see why it is being done, and it creates a challenge 
for us all to know how to respond.  I am aware too that 
there are both groups and individuals, working out how 
they can support their communities, so this will be a time of 
coming closer together in spirit if not in person.

The churches in the Stilton Group, based at Stilton, 
Folksworth, Morborne, Haddon and Elton have two 
functions.  They work within their own villages according to
local needs.  We also work as a team by sharing and helping
one another.  

This month's newsletter is an expression of those two things resulting from the 
news that our lives need to change to help reduce the spread of Coronavirus.  
There may be things we have to stop, but there are other things we can start 
as well.  We hope you find this newsletter helpful in describing ways we can 
respond positively together to make life better for everyone.

There are three ways we believe we can make a significant contribution;

• Helping those who are most vulnerable by supporting the Yaxley 
Food Bank.

• Making sure isolated people have someone keeping an eye out for 
them and keeping in touch.

• Finding other ways to feed our faith now we cannot meet physically.
If you are in need of help and don't know who to turn to, please ring Revd Richard on 01733
248701 or Revd Mark on 01832 280534

We hope the information here helps to describe ways we 
can help one another.  Please bear in mind that this is a 
developing situation and our plans may need to change to keep pace.

Richard

Lord, You have always given
bread for the coming day;
and though I am poor,
today I believe.

Lord, You have always given
strength for the coming day;
and though I am weak,
today I believe.

Lord, You have always given
peace for the coming day;
and though of anxious heart,
today I believe.

Lord, You have always kept
me safe in trials;
and now, tried as I am,
today I believe.

Lord, You have always marked
the road for the coming day;
and though it may be hidden,
today I believe.

Lord, You have always lightened
this darkness of mine;
and though the night is here,
today I believe.

Here is a prayer created by the community in Iona which helps us
come to terms with troubling times and our attempts to see 

God at work in them



Email addresses
If you haven’t already seen the recent communication regarding the change of 
our email addresses please note that we are now using Gmail. Our email 
addresses are as follows: Richard: stiltonchurchesvicar@gmail.com ~ Mark:
stiltonchurchescurate@gmail.com ~ Laura: stiltongroupofchurches@gmail.com

Why is Holy Week Special?
Christmas is undoubtedly the biggest Christian festival of the year.  It even manages to get bigger
each year as well!  However, the most important festival in the Christian faith is Easter. The
stories of the week leading up to Easter Sunday are not only powerful, but have much to say
about our lives today.  Being part of any of our Easter services and events will help you
understand why Christians care so much about this time of year.

Palm Sunday
Jesus is proclaimed a King like the great kings of old, but we know a 
crowd can be fickle.  Christians are encouraged to be clear about the 
identity of Jesus. It's so easy to dismiss such a great character without 
really looking in to the evidence for his claim to be the Son of God 
and the Prince of Peace.

Maundy Thursday
Jesus has his last meal with his friends before his arrest at the hands of
one of them - Judas.  On this night, we are again challenged to 
reflect on the importance of faithfulness.  So often, Jesus was faithful 
to people who showed him little in return.

Good Friday
Strange that it is called Good, but the end result most definitely was.
Jesus suffers the worst of humanity, but gives the best.  How our 
world needs the power of that reconciliation!  Jesus turns to a thief 
being punished with him and welcomes him as one of his own in 
spite of all he had done.  Jesus offers forgiveness in his darkest hour 
and ours.

Easter Sunday
The conclusive evidence that both the powers of sin and death are 
defeated.  The sins committed against Jesus on the Friday are all that 
remain in the grave as Jesus rises to new life.  Even his followers who
had been so dejected, are transformed by meeting the risen Jesus.  
The story seems to much to believe, but his followers are now totally
committed to telling others no matter what the cost, because they 
know it is true.

Supporting the Food Bank ~ This will be a vital means of helping families who have lost their 
incomes suddenly to put food on the table.  There can be all kinds of reasons 
why people use food banks but we should expect demand to reach a peak in 
the coming days.  Whilst we have all been hearing stories of panic buying, 
wouldn't it be great for us to be thinking of those with less instead?
The nearest Food Bank is at Yaxley Church.  Donations are normally made to 
Stilton Church but it won't be accessible as much now, so you can leave

donations at any of our churches - leave them in the porch if not open, or inside if they are.
Another option is to take them to the St Peter's Yaxley Rectory which is next to the church.  If no
one is home, leave them outside the door.

Helping Isolated People ~ We are aware of schemes undertaken by local shops to make sure that
people who are being told to self-isolate can still receive provisions which is 
brilliant news.  Other projects will no doubt spring up soon, but we can all 
play our part in helping people get through this period of physical isolation for
many.

Use the Phone ~ Why not commit to making daily calls to people who are stuck at home?  A 
call a day would be a great start, but an hour a day calling a number of 
people, would make a huge difference.  It will give us a chance to offer 
practical help if needed but also to talk about anything and everything.  Not 
everyone is on the internet, but pretty much everyone has a phone, so this 
way we aren't likely to leave anyone out.

Help with Shopping and General Practical Needs ~ The latest advice is that we can still make 
contact with people who are self-isolating if we are not showing symptoms 
ourselves.  We would recommend you only make private arrangements for 
shopping with people you already know well.  There are also some 
community plans for shops to deliver food in Stilton and Elton.  

All the above is the case as at 18th March.

Feeding our Faith ~ Being a Christian is always connected with meeting with the Christian 
community.  We are so used to coming to church to do that, so the requirement to 
close our churches goes against the grain of 2,000 years of culture.  However, 
sometimes we can still exercise our sense of togetherness in a number of ways.  

As a church we recommend you consider taking part in any of the following;
Online videos from your church We will begin a new youtube channel from Sunday 
22nd March.  This will have new videosposted regularly and have services to watch 
for adults and for families every week.  The address for this will be on our website, 
stiltonchurches.com, and facebook page for Stilton Group Of Churches.

Bible Readings for the Day These will be posted on facebook and the youtube videos from the
leadership will support these.

Radio and Television Radio 4 has a daily service broadcast at 9.45am. Radio 3 has choral
evensong at 3.30pm every Wednesday. UCB Radio and Premier Christian Radio broadcast 24
hours a day.  Both are on DAB or online. Songs of Praise is broadcast on Sunday early
afternoons.  There is a Mothering Sunday special on Sunday 22nd March at 1.15pm on BBC1.
All the above are of course available on catch up on the BBC website

Internet 
Most content online will probably increase with the current restrictions;
The Holy Trinity Brompton website has excellent talks recorded live. If you 
want something more traditional, then putting 'Church of England Daily 
Prayer' into your search engine will take you to a page with today's prayer 
services for morning and evening.


